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been anticipated by his political opponents, he returned to Athens in three weeks with the surviving Spartans as prisoners of war. Cleon was no soldier himself, but Demosthenes understood his business. On Sphacteria were only some four hundred Spartan hoplites, and as many light-armed helots. Demosthenes had 14,000 men to work with, and in spite of a stubborn defence the Spartans were at last forced into a position in which they had simply to choose between surrendering and being massacred. The 290 survivors were brought to Athens, and the Spartan tradition of "no surrender" was dissipated. The Spartan prisoners remained an invaluable asset for future negotiations.
The success encouraged Athens to desert the principles on which she had hitherto acted, and to engage in the next year in an unsuccessful attempt to master Bceotia. /The democratic factions failed to move, and the army commanded by Hippocrates met with a severe defeat at Delium. In the same year there was a sharp reverse in the Thracian region, where, since the fall of Potidsea, matters had been complicated by the hostility of the Macedonian king, Perdiccas. Thither was sent Brasidas, the one Spartan who appears to have shown original genius. The Athenian colony of Amphipolis revolted, and by the end of the year the Athenians were practically driven out of Thrace, though not out of the Chalcidic peninsula.
To Cleon, the failures pointed to the necessity for gaining further successes before peace should be made; to the peace party, they emphasized the folly of continuing hostilities. Sparta wanted peace. She was rather disturbed than pleased by the successes of Brasidas, won by methods which defied all Spartan tradition. An armistice was arranged; but peace was postponed by the continued activity of Brasidas in the north, where the towns in the peninsula of Pallene revolted from Athens, relying upon his active aid. Pallene had not revolted before, chiefly because it was specially exposed to naval attack. Thus the two men who stood m the way of peace were the Athenian Cleon and the Spartan Brasidas. The new revolt roused the wrath of the Athenian populace; Cleon procured a vote that Amphipolis itself should be recaptured, and thither he himself was dispatched in command of the expedition. Brasidas hurried to the rescue of Amphipolis. The Athenians broke before the charge of Brasidas; Cleon was slain, but Brasidas himself also fell. Within a few months, early in 421, a definite treaty of peace, called the Peace of Nikias, was signed between Athens and Sparta, practically on the basis of the status quo ante, though including terms distinctly disadvantageous to Corinth, Megara, and Boeotia.
The mantle of leadership of the aggressive and democratic party descended for a moment to> another man of the same type as Cleon,, but of less ability, Hyperbolus, who, for a short time, was joined